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Olivia Dunne, a studious minister's daughter who dreams of being an archaeologist, never thought

that the drama of World War II would affect her quiet life in Denver. An exhilarating flirtation

reshapes her life, though, and she finds herself banished to a rural Colorado outpost, married to a

man she hardly knows. Overwhelmed by loneliness, Olivia tentatively tries to establish a new life,

finding much-needed friendship and solace in two Japanese American sisters who are living at a

nearby internment camp. When Olivia unwittingly becomes an accomplice to a crime and is faced

with betrayal, she finally confronts her own desires. Beautifully written and filled with memorable

characters, Creel's novel is a powerful exploration of the nature of trust and love.
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At first glance THE MAGIC OF ORDINARY DAYS is a love story. Of the surface it relates the story

of Livvy, who is pregnant and forced to marry a man that she does not know. The story focuses on

the evolution of their relationship and the changes in Livvy's life. Her husband Ray, has the very

appropriate last name of Singleton, because he is indeed a single, solitary man.But on a broader

scale, there are a number of underlying themes that the reader should be aware of. The first is the



responsibility that people must take for their own acts and how what seem to be casual decisions

about relationships can alter a person's life.Issues of family relationships are also brought out in the

book. Most people will identify in some way with the relationships between the siblings. Women will

contemplate what they would have done had they been Livvy - pregnant and without a husband in

the early 1940's - and how their own father would have reacted. The underlying issues of religion

and a small community vs a large city are also present.Author Ann Howard Creel masterfully deals

with a subject that is popular among historians and this is women on the home front during the time

of war. She also deals with men, such as Ray who does not go to war but still deals with issues of

guilt.Creel's handling of the issues of Japanese interment is excellent. It is a subject that many

readers, espcially young readers will know little about. So her even handed descriptions are

informative. In addition, most Americans have little knowledge of the German and Italian POW's that

came to America.The Hallmark Hall of Fame did a wonderful job with this novel, following almost

exactly as Creel wrote it, although the did not use the first person.
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